
Dear WC, 

 

I often read about how you help single mothers and children, the elderly, and those living 

with handicaps. I’m an elderly man hoping and praying that I may obtain some 

assistance.  

I worked hard my entire life in hopes of enjoying my retirement. For a few years, my 

wife and I were able to enjoy our retirement while I continued to work part-time, until 

she became ill. She was sick for two years and her medical bills and other unexpected 

expenses drained our savings. By the time she passed, I was forced to sell our mobile 

home to pay off some debt, and I could no longer afford the repairs and upkeep. 

Now I struggle to afford rent, food, and utilities. Our only son died years ago, and I have 

no family left. The only family I have left is my dog, who was my wife’s beloved 

companion. Lately, I haven’t been able to afford dog food, so I share what food I am 

eating. He has a skin condition that required medication and a trip to the vet but I had to 

skip paying my electric bill so I could take him last week.  

I’m willing to work, but at my age, opportunities are scarce. I would do deliveries if my 

car was reliable because Social Security only goes so far.  

Dear Readers, 

 

While I often share stories of families and single mothers, poverty knows no age limits. 

Poverty can and does affect people from every walk of life. 

This gentleman had endured much loss in his life, the death of his son, then his wife, and 

the financial hardship that followed. Left with little more than an aging car, a few 

belongings, and his loyal dog, he was struggling to get by. Even his safety was 

compromised, as his car had been broken into at his previous home.  

When we spoke, and I told him The Time Is Now to Help would step in, he broke down 

in tears of relief. 

We assisted with repairing his car and helped him move into a safer, low-income senior 

apartment. By covering the security deposit and first month’s rent, paying off his overdue 

utility bill, providing overdue car repairs and maintenance, and providing gift cards for 

food, pet food, toiletries and other daily necessities he had been doing without, this 

elderly gentleman was able to get the fresh start he longed for.  



This still active and vital senior gentleman now contributes by doing maintenance work 

around the apartment building he rents, reducing his rent and restoring a sense of 

purpose. In his new community, he has found friendship with his trusty companion by 

visiting shut-ins with his dog, driving neighbors to appointments, and receiving meals or 

small payments in return. He feels he is filling a void in many of his senior neighbors’ 

lives.  

Sometimes, a pet is more than a companion. For this elderly gentleman his dog is a 

treasured reminder of his beloved wife and a lifeline to companionship with his neighbors 

and new friends. For many facing hardship, that unconditional love provides the strength 

to keep going, even when you are down and lose hope.  

Today, he is stable, self-sufficient, and surrounded by a supportive community. What he 

needed most was a fresh start—and the chance to feel valued again. 

We will soon share with you where every dollar of the Family Foundation 2026 $40,000 

Matching Grant was spent. One hundred percent of this grant, and all of your donations, 

is used to provide poverty relief in our communities. Together with all of “You” and the 

Family Foundation, we are changing and saving lives. 

Thank you for your continued compassion and generosity.  

Health & Happiness, Love & God Bless Everyone, Sal 

Please Help: There are many coming to us in desperation. Our good fellow 

creations need our compassion. Together we make a big difference. Make checks payable 

to: The Time Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. The Time Is Now to 
Help is a federally recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization. You will receive a tax 

deductible, itemized thank you receipt showing how 100% of your donation was used for 

providing poverty relief.           

 Please visit our website to read more of our past and current columns and/or 

to make a donation: www.timeisnowtohelp.org    Please go to the home page, follow 

the yellow highlighted link that says WC Letters to see current and past columns.  

 A Very Special Thank You: Family Foundation, Wayne and Beverly Hilbelink, 

Kunes Family Foundation, Ziegler Charitable Foundation, Paul Ziegler, Dr. Mark and 

Cynthia Brower, Gerry and Kae Venema, William H. and Lois J. McEssy Foundation,  
Jeff Martin, Budget Blinds, Joan Thompson, Barbara and Lee Zuzanek, Joseph and 

Sharon Symoens, Randall and Susan Hofberger, Lake Geneva Area Realty, James Sadler, 

Peter and Debbi Kroening,  David and Genevieve Bliss, John and Rita Race, Carolyn 

Dale, Beth Pizzo, Aileen Hodges, Barbara Spiegelhoff, Gregory and Marilou Wnuk, JN 

Hackman, Donald Lightfield, George and Lauretta Clettenberg, Lou Jane Koldeway, 
Mary Ann Kmiec, Denise Hubbard, Rita’s “My Salon”, Stanley Roelker, Lawrence and 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/


Donna Mae Behselich, John and Joanne Saunders, Duane and June DeYoung,  all of our 

anonymous donors and ALL of you who support The Time Is Now to Help. Anyone who 
would like a Time Is Now donation box in your business, please call (262) 249-7000. 

 Prayer Chain: The power of prayer and positive thoughts comes from the true 

healer, our Lord answering our prayers. Please pray for healing for the following people: 

Trae, Bill, Brian, Mike, Sylvia, Megan, Kayla, Maria C., Judy, Scott, Annie, Marilyn, 

Brandon, Helen, Dennis, Mary, Joseph, Jordan, Jean, Tom L., Dr. Peter, Matthew, Pam 
E., Jenene B., John S., Patricia H., Wendy, Eric, Anthony, Mary, Charlie, Tom P., 

Christina, Billy, Mike, Cheryl, Bryan E., Betty, Ellie, Concetta, Cheryl, Kirubel M., 

Wanda L., Joan, Bruce, and Andy.   

.                      

Please visit: www.timeisnowtohelp.org     

 

http://www.timeisnowtohelp.org/

